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Meeƈ The Fŷi϶GƏưžϣɨ

ܹ
SixܸFriarsܸmadeܸtheirܸdebutܸthisܸyearܸsoܸthereܫsܸaܹ

wholeܸlotܸtoܸcatchܸupܸon!ܹܹ
ܹ

Oƪen NakaƈaniЅ
GIRXPIQIR! M] RaQI MW O[IR NaOaXaRM,c
aPWS ORS[R aW BMK O, aRH IŧQ a WIRMSVc
WXYH]MRK CLIQMGaP ERKMRIIVMRK. TLMW MWc
Q] XLMVH WIQIWXIV MR XLI KVSYT, aW I NSMRIHc
[MXL R]aR L]RGL MR XLI FaPP 2018c
WIQIWXIV. IXŧW GVa^] XS XLMRO LS[ R]aRc
aRH I [IRX JVSQ XLI RI[IWX XS SPHIWXc
FVMaVW MR NYWX 1 aGaHIQMG ]IaV, aRH XLaXc
PaVKI aQSYRX SJ XYVRSZIV MR XLI KVSYTc
LaW HIJMRMXIP] FIIR GLaPPIRKMRK. HS[IZIV,c

PaWX ]IaVŧW KVSYT LaW FIIR WS LIPTJYP, aRH XLMW ]IaVŧW KVSYT LaW FIIR WSc
IaKIV XS PIaVR, QaOMRK XLI XVaRWMXMSR UYMXI WQSSXL.c

IŧZI XVYP] IRNS]IH Q] XMQI MR FVMaVW, aW XLIWI KY]W LaZI VIaPP]c
FIGSQI WSQI SJ Q] FIWX JVMIRHW. BIMRK MR XLMW KVSYT LaW PMXIVaPP] GLaRKIHc
Q] PMJI, LMKLPMKLXIH F] KIXXMRK Q] MRXIVRWLMT PaWX WYQQIV (aRH IZIRXYaPc
JYPP XMQI NSF) JVSQ a GSRRIGXMSR QaHI aJXIV a KMK MR TVaZIVWI CMX] (RLSRHac
GIVQaR] MW XLI GOAT). WLMPI IŧQ WaH XLaX Q] XMQI MR FVMaVW MW aPVIaH]c
aPQSWX 75% GSQTPIXI, IŧPP FI WYVI XS GLIVMWL XLI 64XL SBC aRH BCE aRH XLIc
VIWX SJ Q] WIRMSV ]IaV!c
c
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Rưan Lưnchc
HellR! M\ QaPe iV R\aQ L\Qch aQd I 
aP RQe Rf Whe WhUee UeWXUQiQg 
PePbeUV WR WhiV \eaU¶V gURXS. 
AffecWiRQaWel\ kQRZQ aV R\l\, I¶P 
cXUUeQWl\ a VeQiRU aQd aP QRZ 
halfZa\ WhURXgh P\ VecRQd aQd 
Vadl\ laVW \eaU iQ Whe FUiaUV. I fiUVW 
aXdiWiRQed aV a fUeVhPaQ, aQd ZaV 
acceSWed aV a VRShRPRUe ZiWh P\ 
fellRZ VeQiRU OZeQ NakaWaQi. IW¶V 
beeQ TXiWe Whe Uide eYeU ViQce! FURP 

beiQg fRUced WR eaW a CRVWcR cake ZiWh RQl\ P\ face aQd haQdV 
dXUiQg P\ fiUVW SeUfRUPaQce aW RackhaP, WR SeUfRUPiQg iQ NYC 
aW Whe TUiad TheaWeU, WR all Rf Whe PePRUieV I¶Ye Pade ZiWh WhiV 
\eaU¶V gURXS alUead\, Whe FUiaUV haV beeQ a cRUQeUVWRQe Rf P\ 
cRllege e[SeUieQce.  

I¶Ye VSeQW P\ fRXU \eaUV aW MichigaQ VWXd\iQg FilP aV Zell 
aV CRPPXQicaWiRQV, ZaWchiQg a ZhRle lRW Rf fRRWball, aQd 
PakiQg fUieQdVhiSV WhaW I kQRZ Zill laVW lRQg SaVW P\ WiPe heUe. 
Of cRXUVe, Whe FUiaUV haV giYeQ Pe PaQ\ Rf WhRVe fUieQdVhiSV, 
aQd I¶P VXUe WhaW PaQ\ PUiRU FUiaUV 
VhaUe WhiV VeQWiPeQW. MakiQg gUeaW 
PXVic, WelliQg WeUUible jRkeV, aQd 
dUiQkiQg WRR PXch MRlVRQ haV a 
Za\ Rf dUaZiQg SeRSle WRgeWheU. I 
cRXld QRW be PRUe e[ciWed fRU WhiV 
\eaU¶V SBC aQd BCE! 
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Joe Ižaacc
HellR fUieQdV! I·m JRe, RU VRmeWimeV¬
affecWiRQaWel\ UefeUUed WR aV Dadd\ WR¬
Whe RWheU geQWlemeQ iQ WhiV gURXS, aQd¬
I·m a VeQiRU VWXd\iQg Chemical¬
EQgiQeeUiQg (ZiWh Big O) aQd miQRUiQg iQ¬
ChemiVWU\. ThiV iV m\ fiUVW, laVW, aQd¬
RQl\ \eaU iQ Whe gURXS aV I Zill be¬
gUadXaWiQg iQ Ma\ aQd WheQ headiQg WR¬
MidlaQd MI. NRW TXiWe VXUe ZhaW Whe¬
gX\V ZeUe WhiQkiQg ZheQ Whe\ WRRk a¬

chaQce RQ a gX\ ZhR ZRXld RQl\ haYe RQe \eaU iQ Whe gURXS WRWal, bXW I·m¬
defiQiWel\ glad Whe\ did! I haYe feeliQg Whe\ made XS fRU iW b\ fRUciQg¬
me WR e[SlaiQ ZhaW a ´BeaUµ iV WR Whe BCE aXdieQce.¬¬

IW·V defiQiWel\ beeQ a fXQ-filled aQd bXV\ \eaU VR faU, bXW Ze·Ye¬
made Whe mRVW Rf iW. The RWheU fXQ facW abRXW m\ ae[iVWeQcea iQ Whe¬
FUiaUV iV WhaW I bUeak Whe VSell Rf Whe gURXS QRW haYiQg a MGC baUiWRQe¬
iQ Whe gURXS fRU a cRXSle Rf \eaUV. ThRXgh I had WR WUick Whem b\¬
leWWiQg me iQ ZheQ I ZaV VWill a ´baVVµ (I ZaV QeYeU acWXall\ a baVV) aQd¬
WheQ VZiWched. CaQ·W geW Uid Rf me QRZ fellaV!¬
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Ben DeVŷiežЅ
GUeeWiQgV!! I aP BeQ DeVUieV, 
cRPPRQl\ kQRZQ aV ³B-WeaP´ b\ 
VRPe ClXbbeUV becaXVe I 
fRUPeUl\ Sla\ed RQ Whe ClXb 
UlWiPaWe FUiVbee B-WeaP. 
HRZeYeU! I Zill haYe \RX kQRZ 
WhaW I Pade Whe A-WeaP aQd 
SRliWel\ decliQed Whe 
iQYiWaWiRQ. I aP RQe Rf Whe WZR 
jXQiRUV iQ Whe gURXS aQd RQe Rf 
Whe PaQ\ QeZ PePbeUV iQ Whe 
gURXS WhiV fall. ThiV fall iV 

acWXall\ RQl\ P\ WhiUd VePeVWeU iQ ClXb becaXVe I did 
QRW jRiQ XQWil Whe fall Rf P\ VRShRPRUe \eaU. DeVSiWe 
PiVViQg a \eaU Rf clXb, I aP glad I jRiQed ZheQ I did, 
Whe fUieQdV aQd PePRUieV I haYe alUead\ Pade aUe 
iUUeSlaceable. AlVR, I cRQWiQXe Whe lRQg liQe Rf 
TUaYeUVe CiW\ FUiaUV aQd ClXbbeUV, VXcceediQg FiVheU 
Diede aQd RWheUV befRUe Pe.  

OQ a PRUe VWXdiRXV QRWe, I aP iQ Whe SchRRl Rf 
EQgiQeeUiQg VWXd\iQg IQdXVWUial aQd OSeUaWiRQV 
EQgiQeeUiQg. I aP alVR iQ Whe 
SURceVV Rf cRQVideUiQg VeYeUal 
RSWiRQV fRU a MaVWeU¶V degUee 
bXW UePaiQ XQdecided. I aP YeU\ 
e[ciWed WR be a FUiaU aQd lRYe 
all Whe gX\V heUe ZiWh Pe. 
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Jack RileưЅ
Hiз Iљm Jack Rileǡз Iљm a jƾnioơ in ƶheѠ
School of Engineeơingе majoơing in CiǚilѠ
Engineeơingл I am alƩo a ƞaơƶ of ƶheѠ
Engineeơing Global LeadeơƩhiƞ HonoơƩѠ
Pơogơamе Ǜheơe Iљm ƞƾơƩƾing ƶheѠ
Inƶeơnaƶional Minoơ foơ EngineeơƩеѠ
ƶaking claƩƩeƩ ƶhơoƾgh ƶhe RoƩƩ School ofѠ
BƾƩineƩƩе and conƶinƾing ƶo leaơnѠ
Geơmanл AƩ ƞaơƶ of ƶhe EGL ƞơogơamе IљllѠ
be Ʃƶaǡing a Ϲƶh ǡeaơ ƶo geƶ mǡ maƩƶeơƩѠ

degơeeе and Iљm ơeadǡ ƶo be ƶhe bƾƶƶ of ƶhe joke eǚeơǡ ƶime Ǜe ƩingѠ
Gơadƾaƶeл I am alƩo heaǚilǡ inǚolǚed in ƶhe ciǚil engineeơing honoơƩѠ
Ʃocieƶǡ Chi EƞƩilonе Ǜheơe Iљǚe been Vice PơeƩidenƶ foơ ƶhe ƞaƩƶ ƶǛoѠ
ƩemeƩƶeơƩлѠ

OƾƶƩide of Ʃchoolе I loǚe ƶo Ʃiƶ Ǜiƶh fơiendƩ and ƞlaǡ gameƩл BoaơdѠ
gameƩе ǚideo gameƩе Ǜoơd gameƩе ƶableƶoƞ gameƩе dơinking gameƩе IѠ
loǚe јem allз I mighƶ noƶ be ǚeơǡ good aƶ moƩƶ gameƩе bƾƶ ƶhaƶ doeƩnљƶѠ
Ʃƶoƞ me fơom ƶơǡing mǡ haơdeƩƶ ƶo Ǜinл I canљƶ imagine a moơe fiƶƶingѠ
Ǜaǡ ƶo Ʃƞend mǡ fiơƩƶ ƩemeƩƶeơ aƩ a Fơiaơ ƶhan Ʃinging alongƩide eighƶѠ
of ƶhe fineƩƶ genƶlemen ƶhiƩ Ʃide of ƶheѠ
MiƩƩiƩƩiƞƞiл Iљm eǠciƶed ƶo make ƞeoƞleѠ
gơoan aƶ mǡ dad jokeƩ and laƾgh aƶ mǡѠ
ƶeơơible dance moǚeƩл Moơe ƶhanѠ
anǡƶhing ƶhoƾghе Iљm eǠciƶed ƶo haǚeѠ
fƾn on Ʃƶage Ǜiƶh mǡ beƩƶ bƾdƩлѠ
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KeƩin YanЅЅ
Hello͇ hello͉ MǛ name iƦ Keǔin Yan͇ͳ
bƼƴ Iͬm alƦo knoǕn Ǖiƴhin ƴhe groƼpͳ
aƦ Keǔ͇ Gebin͇ Gaǔin͇ and Ǖhaƴeǔerͳ
elƦe ƴhe gƼǛƦ can come Ƽp ƴhiƦͳ
ƦemeƦƴer͌ Iͬm one of ƴhe feǕͳ
reƴƼrning memberƦ ƴhiƦ Ǜear͇ Ǖhereͳ
Iͬm noǕ Ʀerǔing aƦ ƴhe man behindͳ
ƴhe piano͌ Iͬm cƼrrenƴlǛ aͳ
Ʀophomore ƦƴƼdǛing compƼƴerͳ
Ʀcience in ƴhe College ofͳ
Engineering͌ Iͬm alƦo ƴrǛing ƴo geƴͳ
minorƦ in boƴh mƼƦic andͳ

maƴhemaƴicƦ͇ Ʀo ǛoƼ can alǕaǛƦ find me in ƴhe Ugli Ǖondering if Iͳ
eǔer Ǖill gradƼaƴe on ƴime͌ͳͳ

Eǔen ƴhoƼgh Iͬǔe onlǛ been in ƴhe FriarƦ for one ƦemeƦƴerͳ
prior ƴo ƴhiƦ one͇ being a parƴ of ƴhe groƼp haƦ qƼicklǛ become aͳ
major parƴ of mǛ life͌ Serǔing aƦ ƴhe piano plƼnker for rehearƦalƦͳ
haƦ been an eǚƴremelǛ reǕarding eǚperience͑ on ƴop of alreadǛͳ
Ʀerǔing a major role in ƴhe groƼp͇ Iͬǔe alƦo had ƴhe opporƴƼniƴǛ ƴoͳ
lead rehearƦalƦ and ƴeach parƴƦ͌ BǛ far mǛ faǔoriƴe parƴ of being inͳ
ƴhe FriarƦ haƦ definiƴelǛ been ƴhe oƴher gƼǛƦ Ǖho haǔe qƼicklǛͳ
become Ʀome of mǛ cloƦeƦƴ friendƦ͌ Wheƴher Ǖeͬre Ǖorking oƼrͳ
bƼƴƴƦ off dƼring rehearƦalƦ orͳ
making godaǕfƼl jokeƦ dƼringͳ
performanceƦ͇ ƴhereͬƦ noƴ aͳ
momenƴ I donͬƴ cheriƦh Ǖhen Iͬmͳ
Ǖiƴh ƴhem͌ͳ
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Jake WhiƈeЅ
Mű name iŉ Jake Whiőeɂ őhoŖgh űoŖ maűɨ
ŅemembeŅ me aŉ őhe dŖde ūho biő inőo aɨ
ūhole lemon laŉő ŉłŅingɁ I am halfūaűɨ
őhŅoŖgh mű ŉołhomoŅe űeaŅɂ ŉo I ūill beɨ
ŉőicking aŅoŖnd foŅ a ūhileɁ I ŉőaŅőed offɨ
heŅe aŉ a Voice łeŅfoŅmance MajoŅɂ bŖőɨ
eŪenőŖallű decided őo ŉūiőch őo aɨ
mŖlőidiŉciłlinaŅű Ūoice ŉőŖdenőɁ I felő őheɨ
need őo eŉcałe őhe dűing indŖŉőŅű ofɨ
OłeŅaɂ ūhich Ņeallű iŉ jŖŉő ŉinging aɨ
bŖnch of ŉongŉ őhaő ŪieūeŅŉ needɨ

ŉŖbőiőleŉ őo enjoűɁ Mű hobbieŉ inclŖde binging NeőfliŰ ŉhoūŉɂ ūŅiőingɨ
mŖŉicɂ łlaűing őhe digiőal faŅming maŉőeŅłiece őhaő iŉ Haű Daűɂ andɨ
ūiŉhing I had a dogɁ Joining The FŅiaŅŉ haŉ been a dŅeam of mine foŅɨ
űeaŅŉɁɨɨ

I gŅeū Ŗł Ņighő oŖőŉide of Ann AŅboŅ and acőŖallű ūenő őo őhe Gleeɨ
ClŖbɡŉ Male Vocal AŅőŉ Daű PŅogŅam őūiceɁ In őhiŉ eŪenő űoŖ acőŖallű geő őoɨ
łeŅfoŅm ūiőh őhe Glee ClŖb aŉ ūell aŉ heaŅ őhe FŅiaŅŉ ŉing ŉongŉ andɨ
aőőemłő jokeŉɁ FoŅ anűone ūho doeŉnɡő knoū ūhaő high ŉchool őenoŅ andɨ
baŉŉ ŉecőionŉ aŅe likeɂ őheŅe aŅe ŖŉŖallű aboŖő ȕȔ dŖdeŉ aő moŉő in a ȘȔɨ
łeŅŉon choiŅɁ Joining Glee ClŖb ūaŉɨ
amaŹing becaŖŉe iő ŉhoūed me ūhaő iőɨ
iŉ like őo ŉing ūiőh aboŖő ȕȔȔ łeołleɁɨ
Glee ClŖb made me ŅealiŹe hoūɨ
amaŹing iő iŉ őo ŉing in ŉŖch a bigɨ
enŉemble of őalenőed ŉingeŅŉɁ BŖő őheɨ
high ŉchool choiŅ daűŉ do haŪe a ŉłecialɨ
łlace in mű heaŅőɂ ūhich iŉ ūhű Iɨ
decided őo ŉing in a Ņeallű ŉmall gŅoŖłɨ
of mediocŅe ŉingeŅŉ once againɁɨɨ
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Maƈƈ LichƈingeŷЅЅ
Hi� Ms name ih Majj Lichjingeg� moge qidels 

knoqn ah �Majjs L�h�� a name ho ggaciokhls 

behjoqed on me bs Fihheg Diede dkging ms 

fighj feq qeekh of Clkb� I am fgom Findlas� OH 

¥don�j qoggs� I�pe been a Michigan fan ms 

enjige life¦ and am hjkdsing elecjgical 

engineeging aj UM� I hdenj a loj of ms sokngeg 

seagh aj okg cojjage on Lake Egie� going jo 

Cedag Poinj mans jimeh and� of cokghe� 

aggking qijh mans Ohio Sjaje fanh… qho age 

alho home of ms deagehj fgiendh� I�pe been 

hinging epeg hince Ägd ggade chkgch choig� and ms behj fgiendh hape alqash been 

membegh of jhe mkhic ggokdh I�m in� Thih hah conjinked in Glee Clkb and The 

Fgiagh� ah bojh ggokdh hape been an incgedible hokgce of commknijs and 

fgiendhhid fog me opeg jhe dahj Â�Æ seagh�  

Being fgom Ohio and haping no one elhe fgom ms high hchool come jo UM� I 

longed jo find jhaj hame dlace qhege I cokld be mshelf� meej home lifelong 

fgiendh� and make qondegfkl mkhic all aj jhe hame jime� Skffice ij jo has� jhehe 

ggokdh hape done jkhj jhaj� and I hape made an innkmegable amoknj of 

memogieh algeads� Ah jhe bkhinehh manageg of Fgiagh� I qogk jo mainjain an 

acckgaje bkdgej and heek jo marimive concegj�gig gepenke in ogdeg jo hkbhidive 

okg Clkb jokg ah mkch ah dohhible� becakhe 

jhih seag ih an erdenhipe injegnajional jokg� 

okg goal ih jo hkbhidive half of jokg 

¥¹Â�ÃÆÁ�membeg¦� I can�j qaij jo keed hinging 

qijh ms bgojhegh in hong fog jhe nerj jhgee 

seagh� and I look fogqagd jo meejing mans of 

sok aj okg kdcoming concegjh� 
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AleƯ FoŷŷežƈЅ
He\ WheUe, P\ QaPe iV AOe[ FRUUeVW aQd, b\ 
PaQ\ PeaVXUeV, I aP Whe babieVW Rf Whe FUiaUV. 
I aP Whe QeZeVW FUiaU iQ WhaW I ZaV acceSWed 
iQWR Whe gURXS aW Whe eQd Rf WiQWeU VePeVWeU 
2019 bXW I aOVR haYe Whe OaUgeVW cheekV, b\ P\ 
PeaVXUe. I ZaV acWXaOO\ a NeZ NeZ gX\ WR 
cOXb OaVW VePeVWeU, aQd Whe ZhROe VeTXeQce Rf 
eYeQWV Rf bUaQd QeZ WR FUiaU ZaV bRWh 
ZRQdeUfXOO\ e[ciWiQg aQd a OiWWOe iQWiPidaWiQg, 
WR Va\ Whe OeaVW. I jRiQed GOee cOXb aQd 
iQVWaQWO\ fRXQd P\VeOf dUaZQ WR Whe FUiaUV. 
The\ ZeUe aOO VXch ZRQdeUfXO gX\V, aQd QRZ I 
aP VR haSS\ I geW WR be RQe Rf WheP. 

I aP fURP MXVkegRQ, MI Zhich iV aUgXabO\ iQ Whe GUaQd RaSidV 
PeWURSROiWaQ aUea bXW iV ViWXaWed RQ Whe VhRUeV Rf Lake MichigaQ. AW MichigaQ I aP 
a OiQgXiVWicV PajRU, Zhich iV VRPeWhiQg WhaW I eQjR\ WaOkiQg abRXW aV \RX caQ aVk 
aQ\ Rf Whe FUiaUV. The\¶Ue XVed WR P\ UaQdRP QRQ-VeTXiWXUV abRXW Whe e[acW 
aUWicXOaWiRQ Rf Whe YRZeO [X] YeUVXV Whe YRZeO [ʊ]. I cRPe b\ iW hRQeVWO\, hRZeYeU, I 
had WR OeaUQ Whe iQWeUQaWiRQaO ShRQeWic aOShabeW iQ cOaVVicaO YRice OeVVRQV. FURP 
WheUe iW ZaV kiQda jXVW a UabbiW hROe WhaW I feOO iQWR. 

I gUeZ XS dRiQg eYeU\ biW Rf WheaWeU aQd ViQgiQg I cRXOd, beiQg VXSSRUWed b\ 
P\ SaUeQWV, bRWh Rf ZhRP aUe PXViciaQV WhePVeOYeV. I did iPSURY cOaVVeV fRU fRXU 
\eaUV, I ZaV iQ Whe PXVicaO eYeU\ \eaU iQ P\ 
high VchRRO, aQd I ZaV aOZa\V iQ chRiUV, be 
Whe\ aW VchRRO RU aW a chXUch RU aQ\ RWheU SOace 
I cRXOd ViQg ZiWh RWheUV. AOO Rf WhiV iV WR Va\ 
WhaW I haYe beeQ dRiQg a ORW Rf YeU\ UidicXORXV 
WhiQgV fRU ViQgiQg fRU a YeU\ ORQg WiPe. NRZ 
WhaW I aP a PePbeU Rf Whe FUiaUV I dR QRW 
iQWeQd WR VWRS aQ\ WiPe VRRQ. Ma\be Whe FUiaUV 
VhRXOd VWaUW dRiQg a hROida\ cRQceUW. I ZiOO beW 
Ze cRXOd Pake a WUee Rf jXVW QiQe gX\V. 
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RebƏilding andЅ
ReloadingϠ TheЅ
ζδεν϶ζδ FŷiaŷžЅ

ByܸRyanܸLynchܹ
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ThiǬܸǳimeܸlaǬǳܸʹearܸIܸͮaǬܸaܸneܸͮFriar.ܸ݅Thereܸwereܸonlyܸtwoܸofܸusܸthatܸyear,ܹ

OwenܸNakataniܸandܸmyself,ܸandܸitܸwasܸfantastic.ܸIܸhadܸalwaysܸconsideredܸmyselfܸaܹ

decentܸmusician,ܸbutܸFriarsܸpushedܸmeܸtoܸachieveܸaܸnewܸlevelܸofܸmusicianship.ܸIܫdܸhadܹ

plentyܸofܸgoodܸtimesܸwithܸtheܸGleeܸClub,ܸbutܸitܸwasܸwithܸtheܸFriarsܸthatܸIܸperformedܸonܹ

broadwayܸandܸgotܸtoܸsingܸatܸsororities.ܸInܸmyܸfirstܸyearܸasܸaܸFriar,ܸtheܸgroupܸwasܹ

everythingܸIܸwantedܸitܸtoܸbe,ܸandܸmore.ܹܹ

But,ܸthatܸwasܸgoingܸtoܸchange.ܸTheܸ20182019ܸܜgroupܸwasܸsoܸgiftedܸbothܹ

musicallyܸandܸsociallyܸbecauseܸtheܸgroupܸwasܸsoܸexperienced.ܸOfܸtheܸnineܸofܸus,ܸsixܸwereܹ

graduatingܸseniors.ܸOneܸwouldܸleaveܸafterܸfallܸsemester,ܸandܸtheܸrestܸwouldܸfollowܸinܸtheܹ

winter.ܸTheܸremainingܸmembersܸwouldܸbeܸJacobܸEmery,ܸOwen,ܸmyself,ܸandܸKevinܸYan,ܹ

whoܸreplacedܸTommyܸLammersܸafterܸtheܸfallܸsemester.ܸHowever,ܸonceܸJacobܸwasܹ

electedܸGleeܸClubܸpresident,ܸheܸleftܸtheܸgroupܸtoܸdedicateܸhimselfܸfullyܸtoܸrunningܸtheܹ

GleeܸClub.ܸThisܸmeantܸthatܸsevenܸofܸusܸwouldܸneedܸreplacing.ܸOnܸtopܸofܸthat,ܸaܹ

combinedܸthirtyܸfiveܸsemestersܸofܸexperienceܸasܸFriarsܸwouldܸbeܸleavingܸtheܸgroup.ܸTheܹ

threeܸofܸusܸthatܸremainedܸhadܸaܸcombinedܸtotalܸofܸfive.ܹ

Itܸwasܸdauntingܸtoܸsayܸtheܸleast,ܸespeciallyܸbecauseܸIܸhadܸspentܸmyܸfirstܸyearܸinܸtheܹ

groupܸasܸaܸrelativelyܸminorܸcontributor.ܸToܸbeܸspecific,ܸIܸwasܸtheܸbeatboxer.ܸInܸaܸgroupܹ

thatܸthrivesܸonܸperformingܸsongsܸlikeܸܨTootܸTootܸTootsieܸGoodbyeܸܩandܸܨAveܸMariaܩ,ܹ

itܸwasnܫtܸexactlyܸaܸbigܸjob.ܹ ܹ
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ܸܸܸItܸwasܸbecauseܸofܸthisܸthatܸIܸenteredܸthisܸyearܸwithܸaܸfairܸamountܸofܸanxietyܹ

regardingܸFriars.ܸIܸthoughtܸIܸwasnܫtܸreadyܸtoܸbeܸaܸleader.ܸIܫdܸonlyܸperformedܸwithܸthisܹ

groupܸonce,ܸܨBearܸNecessitiesܸܩatܸtheܸ63rdܸBCE,ܸandܸevenܸthatܸperformanceܸwasܸbrief.ܹ

Thereܸwereܸtooܸmanyܸunknowns,ܸandܸIܸfixatedܸonܸthemܸall.ܹ

Iܸnowܸrealizeܸthatܸmyܸanxietyܸwasܸunnecessary.ܸܸInsteadܸofܸfocusingܸonܸourܹ

possibleܸflaws,ܸIܸshouldܸhaveܸbeenܸfocusingܸonܸourܸmanyܸopportunities.ܹܹ

Thoughܸitܸisܸcliche,ܸtheܸphraseܸܨweܸdonܫtܸrebuild,ܸweܸreloadܸܩencapsulatesܸthisܹ

groupܸperfectly.ܸWhileܸsomeܸfantasticܸpeopleܸdidܸleaveܸtheܸgroupܸthisܸpastܸyear,ܸthisܹ

groupܸpresentsܸanܸexcitingܸblendܸofܸtalent,ܸhumor,ܸandܸpotentialܸthatܸisܸuniquelyܹ

enjoyableܸtoܸexperience.ܸTheܸtenorܸvoicesܸofܸAlexܸForrest,ܸJakeܸWhite,ܸandܸJackܸRileyܹ

allowܸusܸtoܸexploreܸsongܸchoicesܸthatܸpreviousܸgroupsܸwouldܸratherܸnotܸperform.ܸInܹ

complementingܸourܸstrongܸtenorܸsection,ܸBenܸDeVriesܸandܸMattܸLichtingerܸhaveܸbothܹ

doneܸaܸfantasticܸjobܸholdingܸdownܸtheܸbassܸclef,ܸwhileܸJoeܸIsaacܸisܸbothܸversatileܸandܹ

talentedܸenoughܸtoܸmoveܸpartsܸonܸaܸperܸsongܸbasis.ܹ ܹ

ButܸasܸhighlyܸasܸIܸcanܸspeakܸtoܸtheܸmusicalܸabilityܸofܸeachܸnewܸFriar,ܸIܸcanܸspeakܹ

evenܸhigherܸtoܸtheܸcharacterܸofܸallܸtheseܸmen.ܸIܫmܸextremelyܸluckyܸtoܸknowܸthem,ܸandܹ

luckierܸstillܸtoܸcallܸthemܸmyܸfriends.ܸRehearsalsܸareܸaܸchallenge,ܸnotܸbecauseܸofܹ

conflictingܸpersonalitiesܸorܸhostileܸexchanges,ܸbutܸbecauseܸweܫreܸusuallyܸlaughingܸtooܹ
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hardܸtoܸgetܸworkܸdone.ܸEvenܸonܸourܸworstܸdays,ܸIܸstillܸenjoyܸtheirܸcompany.ܸAfterܸall,ܹ

thereܸisnܫtܸmuchܸthatܸcanܸtopܸmakingܸmusicܸwithܸyourܸbestܸfriends.ܹ

AsܸweܸapproachܸmyܸfinalܸSBC,ܸIܫmܸhappyܸtoܸsayܸthatܸmyܸworriesܸaboutܸthisܸgroupܹ

areܸaܸthingܸofܸtheܸpast.ܸAllܸthatܸremainsܸareܸfeelingsܸofܸexcitement,ܸanticipation,ܸandܹ

pride.ܹܹ ܹ ܹ
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MʹܸaccepǳanceܸinǳoܸǳheܸgroǶpܸreallʹܸcameܸaǬܸaܸǬǶrpriǬeܸ۫݅Iܸbeganܸmyܸfirstܹ

semesterܸatܸMichiganܸbyܸauditioningܸforܸtheܸGleeܸclubܸandܸaܸfewܸaܸcappellaܸgroupsܸonܹ

campus,ܸonlyܸtoܸbeܸrejectedܸfromܸeverything.ܸInܸaܸway,ܸIܸamܸgladܸthisܸhappenedܸbecauseܹ

itܸmadeܸmeܸreevaluateܸwhatܸIܸthoughtܸaboutܸmyselfܸandܸsortܸofܸensuredܸthatܸanyܸundueܹ

confidenceܸIܸmightܸhaveܸhadܸcomingܸoutܸofܸhighܸschoolܸwasܸquicklyܸdealtܸwith.ܸAsܸforܹ

whyܸitܸhappened,ܸIܸcanܫtܸsayܸIܸknowܸforܸsureܸbutܸIܸhaveܸanܸidea.ܸIܸhaveܸhadܸmyܸfairܸshareܹ

ofܸexperienceܸinܸsinging,ܸbutܸinܸtheܸgreatestܸironyܸofܸmyܸlife,ܸIܸinvariablyܸgetܸanxiousܸeachܹ

andܸeveryܸtimeܸIܸperform.ܹ

MyܸhighܸschoolܸchoralܸprogramܸwasܸoneܸthatܸisܸrelativelyܸrespectedܸinܸWestܹ

Michigan.ܸTheܸMonaܸShoresܸchoirܸhadܸaboutܸ300ܸpeople,ܸandܸitܸoccupiedܸtheܸsameܹ

placeܸinܸmyܸhighܸschoolܫsܸcultureܸthatܸIܸlikeܸtoܸimagineܸaܸfootballܸteamܸwouldܸinܸaܸlotܸofܹ

others.ܸOurܸmusicalsܸwereܸalwaysܸaܸbigܸdealܸforܸtheܸcommunity,ܸandܸIܸhaveܸdoneܸuntoldܹ

ridiculousܸthingsܸforܸthatܸchoir.ܸWeܸdidܸaܸlotܸmoreܸthanܸjustܸtheܸmusicals,ܸhowever.ܸIܸhadܹ

someܸofܸtheܸmostܸamazingܸexperiencesܸinܸthatܸchoir,ܸsuchܸasܸsingingܸinܸtheܸMonaܸShoresܹ

SingingܸChristmasܸTree.ܹ

TheܸMonaܸShoresܸSingingܸChristmasܸTreeܸwasܸanܸannualܸChristmasܸconcertܹ

whichܸisܸexactlyܸwhatܸitܸsoundsܸlike.ܸWe,ܸtheܸstudents,ܸwouldܸstandܸinܸaܸ67ܜfootܸtallܹ

ChristmasܸtreeܸmadeܸofܸscaffoldingܸandܸgarlandܸandܸperformܸaܸChristmasܸconcertܸthatܹ

lastedܸ2ܸݶ½ܸhours,ܸallܸwhileܸaܸhordeܸofܸparentsܸclimbedܸaroundܸinsideܸtheܸtreeܸtoܸgiveܸoutܹ
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microphonesܸorܸpullܸkidsܸwhoܸhadܸfaintedܸoutܸofܸtheܸtree.ܸAlso,ܸallܸtheܸstudentsܸwereܹ

wearingܸsailorܸcostumes,ܸbecauseܸtheܸMonaܸShoresܸSailorsܸܫchoirܸuniformܸwasܸnotܸtheܹ

mostܸcreative.ܹ

Iܸwouldܸlikeܸyouܸtoܸimagineܸsomething:ܸyouܸareܸstandingܸinܸaܸtree,ܸpressedܹ

shoulderܸtoܸshoulderܸwithܸpeopleܸyouܸvaguelyܸknowܸlikeܸsardinesܸinܸaܸcan.ܸYouܸareܹ

blindedܸbyܸtheܸstageܸlightsܸthatܸareܸdirectlyܸinܸfrontܸofܸyou.ܸTheyܸareܸsoܸcloseܸbecauseܹ

youܸareܸaboutܸ30ܸfeetܸoffܸtheܸground,ܸlevelܸwithܸtheܸbalcony.ܸAnܸhourܸhasܸgoneܸby,ܸyouܹ

haveܸanotherܸhourܸandܸaܸhalfܸtoܸgo,ܸplusܸyouܸhaveܸhadܸtoܸpeeܸsinceܸtheܸfirstܸsong.ܸYouܹ

haveܸjustܸfinishedܸtryingܸtoܸnotܸfallܸdangerouslyܸflatܸonܸsomeܸarrangementܸofܸJingleܸBells,ܹ

aܸfeatܸmadeܸmuchܸharderܸbyܸtheܸfreshmanܸinܸyourܸearܸwhoܸthinksܸthatܸaܸC#ܸisܸtheܸsameܹ

thingܸasܸaܸC,ܸandܸareܸaboutܸtoܸmoveܸonܸtoܸtheܸsingleܸChannukaܸsongܸthatܸyouܸdoܸeachܹ

yearܸwhenܸyouܸfeelܸsomething.ܹ

Aܸtugܸonܸtheܸpantܸlegܸofܸyourܸillܜfitting,ܸ100ܸނpolyester,ܸsailorܸuniformܸthatܸwasܹ

madeܸinܸtheܸ70ܫs.ܸBeforeܸyouܸcanܸevenܸattemptܸtoܸdecipherܸtheܸmyriadܸofܸthingsܸthatܹ

vagueܸsignalܸcouldܸmean,ܸyouܸfeelܸaܸmicrophoneܸshovedܸintoܸyourܸhandܸfromܸbehind,ܹ

insideܸtheܸtree,ܸbyܸsomeoneܸwhoܸmustܸbeܸhangingܸbetweenܸtheܸtangleܸofܸsteelܸbeams.ܹ

Youܸfeelܸthisܸandܸyourܸstomachܸdropsܸܸܜhowܸdidܸyouܸforgetܸthatܸyouܸhaveܸaܸsoloܸinܸtheܹ

nextܸsong?ܸCarefullyܸwatchingܸtheܸglowܜinܜtheܜdarkܸbatonsܸofܸyourܸdirector,ܸsituatedܸonܹ

theܸbalconyܸaboutܸ30ܸfeetܸinܸfrontܸofܸyou,ܸdragܸyourܸ300ܸclassmatesܸthroughܸtheܹ
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Hebrew,ܸyouܸfeelܸyourܸmomentܸdrawܸclose.ܸYouܸgetܸlostܸinܸtheܸmusic,ܸjustܸsinging,ܹ

moving,ܸtheܸtreeܸswayingܸwithܸtheܸbouncingܸofܸtheܸstudentsܸthereinܸlikeܸaܸdangerouslyܹ

highܸstackܸofܸpancakesܸinܸaܸcartoon.ܸSuddenlyܸtheܸlittleܸglowingܸlineܸofܸtheܸbatonܸturnsܹ

intoܸaܸdotܸasܸitܸpointsܸatܸyou.ܸTheܸheatܸofܸtheܸincandescentܸlightsܸbehindܸyourܸheadܹ

suddenlyܸfeelsܸlikeܸaܸlittleܸballsܸofܸburningܸwaxܸandܸyourܸworldܸisܸilluminatedܸbyܸaܹ

spotlightܸthatܸfeelsܸlikeܸtheܸheadlightsܸofܸanܸoncomingܸtruck.ܸYouܸsing.ܹ

Thatܸisܸwhatܸsingingܸinܸtheܸtreeܸisܸlike.ܸIܸdidܸthatܸforܸfourܸyears.ܸAfterܸhavingܸdoneܹ

thatܸenough,ܸIܸwouldܸhaveܸthoughtܸthatܸnothingܸonstageܸcouldܸgetܸtoܸme,ܸbutܸIܸstillܸhaveܹ

troubleܸbeatingܸawayܸthatܸpitܸofܸpanicܸinܸmyܸstomachܸeachܸtimeܸIܸsing.ܸInܸhighܸschool,ܸIܹ

wasܸalwaysܸreallyܸneuroticܸandܸdriven,ܸasܸIܸthinkܸthatܸeveryܸMichiganܸstudentܸwas.ܹ

However,ܸwhenܸIܸcameܸtoܸMichigan,ܸasܸIܸmaybeܸshouldܸhaveܸexpected,ܸthisܸneuroticismܹ

developedܸintoܸaܸlotܸofܸanxiety.ܹ

NowܸinܸtheܸtimeܸthatܸIܸhaveܸbeenܸhereܸIܸhaveܸbeenܸableܸtoܸdealܸwithܸthat,ܸbutܹ

whenܸIܸwasܸdoingܸmyܸinitialܸauditioningܸforܸGleeܸclub,ܸitܸwasܸdefinitelyܸstillܸproblematic.ܹ

ItܸmanifestedܸinܸsuchܸaܸwayܸthatܸIܸcouldܸneverܸvocallyܸperformܸtheܸwayܸIܸwantedܸto.ܸMyܹ

voiceܸwouldܸalwaysܸbeܸaܸlittleܸshaky,ܸmyܸrangeܸandܸtechniqueܸwouldܸgoܸoutܸtheܸwindow,ܹ

andܸmyܸentireܸmindܸwouldܸfocusܸonܸmyܸfear.ܸMyܸsecondܸsemesterܸatܸMichigan,ܹ

however,ܸwasܸaܸlotܸbetterܸthanܸtheܸfirst.ܸIܸknewܸhowܸtoܸhandleܸmyܸfearܸandܸIܸwasܹ

determinedܸtoܸmakeܸitܸintoܸGleeܸClub.ܸAndܸbyܸGod,ܸIܸdidܸit.ܹ
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ByܸtheܸendܸofܸthatܸsemesterܸIܸhadܸfoundܸaܸnicheܸthatܸmadeܸmeܸfeelܸlikeܸIܸwasܹ

whereܸIܸneededܸtoܸbe.ܸThatܸledܸtoܸmyܸmeteoric,ܸifܸyouܸwillܸpardonܸtheܸexpression,ܸriseܹ

intoܸtheܸFriars.ܸIܸfigured,ܸܨWhyܸnotܸaudition?ܸIܸloveܸallܸofܸthoseܸguysܸandܸIܸwantܸtoܸdoܸaܹ

cappella.ܸWhatܫsܸtheܸworstܸthatܸhappens,ܸIܸhaveܸaܸbadܸnight?ܸܩWellܸitܸturnsܸoutܸthatܸwasܹ

oneܸofܸtheܸbestܸdecisionsܸIܸhaveܸeverܸmade.ܸMyܸreactionܸwasܸexactlyܸtheܸsameܸasܸtheܸoneܹ

commentܸthatܸreachedܸmyܸearsܸasܸIܸwasܸannouncedܸasܸtheܸnewestܸFriarܸduringܸtheܹ

businessܸmeetingܸaܸfewܸdaysܸafterܸtheܸaudition.ܸFromܸtheܸbackܸofܸmyܸroomܸIܸheardܹ

someoneܸsay,ܸܨIsnܫtܸheܸnew?ܸܩWellܸnowܸIܸamܸhere,ܸandܸIܸamܸbeyondܸhappy.ܸWhenܸitܹ

comesܸtoܸtheܸanxiety,ܸthough,ܸitܸisnܫtܸalwaysܸaܸwalkܸinܸtheܸpark.ܸGiggingܸwithܸtheܸFriars,ܸIܹ

haveܸtoܸputܸmyselfܸinܸsituationsܸthatܸpiqueܸitܸallܸtheܸtime.ܸButܸIܸthinkܸthatܸisܸveryܸhealthyܹ

forܸme.ܸTheseܸnewܸsituationsܸhaveܸalmostܸeliminatedܸtheܸoldܸfriendܸIܸhaveܸalwaysܸfeltܹ

whenܸIܸperform.ܸItܸisܸmaybeܸtheܸmostܸironicܸofܸmyܸfears.ܹ

Iܸamܸaܸsingerܸwhoܸhasܸaܸnearlyܸcripplingܸcaseܸofܸstageܸfright.ܸTheܸotherܸthingsܸIܸamܹ

afraidܸofܸmakeܸmoreܸsense:ܸneedles,ܸtheܸinevitableܸheatܸdeathܸofܸtheܸuniverse,ܸheights.ܸAllܹ

ofܸthoseܸcanܸhurtܸyou,ܸbutܸpeopleܸinܸtheܸaudienceܸarenܫtܸgoingܸtoܸhurtܸme.ܸNotܸunlessܸIܹ

singܸincrediblyܸbadlyܸforܸthem,ܸthenܸIܸguessܸtheyܸcouldܸhurtܸmeܸwithܸflyingܸfruit.ܸIܸhaveܹ

doneܸsomeܸofܸtheܸcraziestܸthingsܸonstage;ܸfromܸsingingܸinܸdragܸtoܸfaintingܸfromܸlockingܹ

myܸkneesܸinܸaܸmassiveܸChristmasܸtreeܸIܸshouldܸbeܸoverܸthatܸanxiety.ܸButܸtheܸoneܸthingܹ
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thatܸseemsܸtoܸhaveܸhelpedܸmeܸtheܸmost?ܸTheܸFriars.ܸHavingܸmyܸbestܸfriendsܸbyܸmyܸsideܹ

whileܸweܸsingܸsongsܸaboutܸhowܸOhioܸStateܸsucksܸisܸallܸIܸneed.ܹ
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